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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 





v, : 


9 DEC 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Southeast Asia Contingency Planning 


Enclosed, in response to your request, is a contingency plan prepared 
by the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, for combined US-GVN action in 
the event that major North Vietnamese attacks against Cambodian forces 
(FANK) develop during the next few months. 

The plan calls for assistance to Cambodia in two phases. In the first 
phase, FANK would conduct operations in the strategic southern half of 
Cambodia west of a line Route 4-Mekong River, and RVNAF would operate 
to the east of this line. Four specific target areas for RVNAF opera- 
tions have been identified: Chup, Phnom Penh, Kompong Som, and Kampot. 
Operations could be conducted in these areas either separately or in 
some combination; first priority is the Chup operation. These operations 
would secure critical areas of Cambodia, divert and disrupt NVA/VC 
forces, and free Cambodian forces to fight in central and western 
Cambodia. In the second phase, RVNAF would redeploy gradually to RVN 
and FANK would take over the security of the areas vacated by RVNAF. 

In developing this plan, cons i dera t i on was given to balancing the 
need to provide security for Cambodia with the high priority of Viet- 
namization. The proposed operations and forces to be employed are 
within RVNAF capabilities. 


US support would consist of tactical air, cross-border arcillery support, 
logistic support up to the RVN-Cambod ian border and naval support as 
required. An attack carrier strike force would be deployed to the Gulf 
of Thailand. US ground forces in RVN would be reoriented so as to 
provide maximum effective support for RVNAF operations in Cambodia and 
assist in maintaining control of areas vacated by RVNAF employed in 
Cambodia; no US ground forces would enter Cambodia. 


Execution of this plan is based on the assumption that US airlift 
resources could be redeployed to RVN if necessary. The plan also in- 
cludes US helicopter and fixed-wing support. I have asked the Chairman, 


Joint Chiefs of Staff 



to consider alternatives to these. 
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